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Held with the Church at Mt. Moriah, Lincoln County, Tennessee, 
| On September 12th, 13th and 14th, 


1902, 


SHELBYVILLE, TENN.. 
GAZETTE BOOK AND JOB PRINT, 


—1902,.— 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE 


NINETY=-FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 


ELK RIVER ASSOCIATION 


OF PRIMITIVE BAPTISTS. 


Held with the Church at Mt. Moriah, Lincoln County, Tenn., on Friday 
Before the Second Sunday in September, 1902, and two Days 
Following, 


The introductory sermon was delivered by Elder W. T. Fergason. Text 
Romans v: 20. ‘‘Moreover, the law entered that the offense might abound, 
etc. 

After which the Messengers from the Churches met and were called to 
order by the Moderator. Singing. Prayer by Elder Wm. Johnson. ‘The let- 
ters from the Churches were called for, and presented by their Messengers. 

Letters read and Messengers invited to seats. The Letters showed the 
state of the Churches as exhibited in the table. 

The Association organized by choosing Elder J. E. Frost, Moderator; El- 
der W. A. Cashion, Clerk, and Elder H.C. Hogan, Assistant Clerk. 

The Association then proceeded to business as follows: 

1. Read the rules of decorum. 

2. Called for Petitionary Letters. None. 

3. Called for Corresponding Letters from Associations with whom we cor- 
respond, with the fullowing result: 

1. Flint River—Messengers, Elders J. W. Bragg. Wm. Johnson and 
W. M. Hunter with letter and Minutes. 

Zz. Cumberland—Messengers, Elders F. M. White, and T. J. Taylor. Bro. 
J. C. Taylor with Letter and Minutes. 

3. Mud Creek—Messenger, Elder W. L. Harper with Letter and Min- 
utes. 

4. Sequachee Valley—Messenger, Bro. J. C. Raulston, with Letter and 
Minutes. 

5. Round Lick—Messenger, Elder D. Phillips, with Letter and Minutes. 

6. Collins River—Messenger, Elder D. H. Cordell, with Letter and Min- 
ules. 

7. Fountain Creek—Messenger, Bro. Joel Dodd, with Letter and Min- 
utes. 

All corresponding brethren invited to seats. 

On motion of Elder H.C. Hogan the Association extended to all minis- 
ters and brethren, who were not Messengers, a hearty welcome and Christian 
greeting, and invited them to seats with us as guests. Elder J. H. Fisher, 
of ‘Texas; Elder Archie Brown, of Indiana, and Elder H. F. Agee, of Tennes- 
see, were present. 


COMMITTEES, 


Appointed Bro’s G. W.Thompson, hk. H. Stephens, and R. M. Koonce, to- 
gether with the Moderator and Clerk, a committee to arrange the order of 
business for Saturday. 


r 
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Appointed the Clerk and his assistant a committee on correspondence. 

On motion the Association agreed U0 elect, by ballot, the preachers to 
preach on Saturday, which resulted as follows: Elders D. Phillips, Wm. Jobn- 
son and A. J. Willis. 

On motion of W. BR. Fields the Association requested the Moderator to 
appoint preachers to preach Friday night. Elders W. L. Harper and W. M. 
Hunter to preach at the church house, and Elders Archie Brown and T. I. 
Pettus to preach at Boonville. 

On motion the Association adjourned to meet Saturday at 9:00 o’clock, 
a.m. Prayer by Elder H. F. Agee. 
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SATURDAY. 


The Association met according to adjournment. Prayer by Elder Tx 
Pettus. ‘The Association proceeded to business as follows: 

1. Oalled the roll. A quorum present. 

9 Called Committee on arrangements who made the following report: 
“We, your committee ou arrangements, report the order of business as laid 
down in our former Minutes.’’ Report received and committee discharged. 

° Called on Committee on Correspondence to make their report, who re- 
ported letters of correspondence to the following Associations: Report re- 
ceived and committee discharged. 

1. Flint River —Messengers, Biders J. E Frost, w.A.Cashion, and W. 'T. 
Fergason, and Bro. R. H. Stephens, at Kelley’s Creek, Lincoin County, Ten- 
nessee; commencing 0D Friday before the first Sunday in October, 1902. 

> Cumberland-—Messengers, Elder J. E Frost, and Bros. W. R. Fields, 


it W. Clark, J. W. Hale and J. G. Frost, ab Wilson’s Creek. Williamson Coun- 
iy, Pennessee, commencing On Saturday before the fourth Sunday in Septem- 
ber, 1902. 

9 Mud Creek —Messengers, Elder W. A. Cashion and Bro. G. W. 
Thompson, ab Bethel, Madison County, Alabama: commencing on Friday be- 
fore the fourth Sunday in September, 1902. 

4, Sequachee Valley _Messengers, Elders J.B. Frost, and W. T. Kerga- 
son, and Bros. W. KR. Wields, H.W. Clark, J. N. Dunaway and James Cunning- 
ham, at Sweeten’s Cove, Marion County, Tennessee; commencing on Friday 
before the third Sunday in August, 1903. 

5. Round Lick— Messengers, Elder J. G. Woodfin, and Bros. W. R. Fields 
and H. W. Clar<, at Friendship, Smith County, Tennessee, ten miles of Car- 
thage; commencing on Saturday before the first Sunday in September, 1903. 

6. Collin’s River —Messengers, Eiders W. T. Fergason and J. HK. Frost, 
and Bros. W. B. Fields and H. W. Clark, at Mt. Oak. Grundy County, Ten- 
nessee, two miles east of Tracy City: commencing on Friday before the fourth 
Sunday in August, 1903. 

7. Fountain Oreek— Messengers, Elder J. E. Frost, and Bros. J. C. 
Wheeler and J. G. Frost, Unity. Giles County. Tennessee: Commencing On 
Kriday before the first Sunday in September, 1903. 


SECTIONAL MEETINGS, 

Ist Section—To be held with the Church at Elk River, Friday before the 
drst Sunday in May, 1903: Bro. W. B. Chilton and Kider W. A. Cashion to at- 
tend. 

2rd Section —To to be held with the Church at Arbor, Moore County, 
‘Tennessee, Friday before the first Sunday in June, 1903: Elders J. E Frost 
and W. T. Fergason, and Bro. T. W. Watkins to attend. 

srd Section—To be held with the Church at Union, Friday before the 
eourth Sunday in May, 1903: Eiders J. E Frost and W. A. Cashion to attend. 


4th Section—To be beld with the Ohureh at Mt. Olivet, Friday before 


the fifth Sunday in May, 1903: Elder J. BK. Frost to attend. 
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COMMITTEE ON FINANCE. 
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AN ACCOUNT OF THE ORIGIN 


—OF THE— 
Elk River Association of Baptists. 
Formed the 20th of August, 1808. 


On the 10 day of October, 1806, Bro. George Foster settled on the head of 
Elk River, from the State of Kentucky, and it pleased the Lord to enable him 
to collect a few Brethren and Sisters together, who were constituted a Church 
by the name of Hopewell, in the month of May, 1807. In the fall of the same 
year, Bethel Church, on the south fork of Duck river, Was constituted by 
John Davis, James Walker acd George Foster, and shortly afterwards, Beth- 
jlehem Church, by the same ministers, and on the 27th day of March, 1808, the 
Boiling Fork Church was constituted by Elders John Davis, Isaac Reed and 
George Foster, which Churches, with the Elk River Church, met together by 
their delegates at Hopewell meeting house on the 19th day of August, 1808, 
and after Divine service, the aforesaid delegates having produced their au- 
thority from their respective Churches, took seats and their names were el- 
rolled as follows: From Bethlehem Church, David Adams and Aaron’ Gage. 
From Bethel, ‘Thomas Crawford and James Walker. From Elk River, George 
Foster and William Goteher. From Boiling Fork, John Davis and Henry 
Russell. Elder David Adams was chosen Moderator, and Bro. George Foster, 
Clerk. Bros John Adams, Dutton Sweeten, John Lane and Elders John Reed 
and Isaac Reed, were invited to seats with us. Then proceeded to appoint 
isiders James Walker, ‘‘homas Crawford and Aaron Gage, with the Moderator 
and Clerk, as a committee to arrange the business of the present conference, 
and adjourned till Saturday, 10 v’clock. 
SATURDAY, 10 o'clock —Met, and after invoking the Divine blessing On 
our attempts, proceeded to business. 
ist. Brother William Keel invited to a seat. 
294. Bilder John Reed appointed to preach to the people. 
sq. The arrangement called for. Read and received. 
4th. Agreed, as we hope, in the fear of the Lord, to unite and form an 
Association to be known by the name of “The Elk River Association,” on the 
following principles, in token of which we gave each other the right hand of 
fellowship, namely. 
ist. We believe in one only true and living God, and that there are a 
Trinity of Persons in the Godhead, the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, and yet 
that there are not three Gods. but one only. 
od. We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are 
the word of God, and the only rule of faith and practice. 
3q. We belieye in the fall of Adam, and by his transgression all his pos- 
terity fell and were made sinners We believe in the corruption of human 
nuture, and in the impotency of man to recover himself by his own free will 
and ability. 
4th. We believe that sinners are justified ia the sight of God only by the 
Righteousness of Christ, imputed to them, and that good works are the fruits 
of faith, and follow after justification, and are evidences Of our gracious state. 
5th. We believe that the Suints shall persevere in grace and not one of 
them shall be finally lost. 
6th. We believe that there will bea resurrection of the dead, and a gen- 
eral or universal judgmeut, and that the happiness of the righteous and the 
punishinent of the wicked will be eternal. 


“th. We believe that the visible Church of Christ is a congregation of 


faithful men and women, who have obtained fellowship with each other, and 
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RULES OF DECORUM. 
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DLAN OR FORM OF GOVERNMENT | 


OF THE 


ELK RIVER ASSOCIATION OF BAPTISTS. 


ong series of experience, We, the Churches of Jesus Christ, being 

tised upon the profession of our faith in Christ, are convinced of 

a combination of Churches in order to perpetuate a union and 

d preserve and maintain a correspondence with each- 

ropose to maintain and keep the orders and rules 
n or form of government. 


From al 
regularly bap 
the necessity of 
communion among Us, an 
in our union, We therefore p 
of an Associan according to the following pla 

ARTICLES. — The Association shal] be com posed of members chosen from 
the different churches in our union,and duly sent to represent them in the As- 
sociation, Who shall be members whom they judge best qualified for that pur- 
pose, and on producing letters from their respective ehurches, certifying 


their appointment shall be entitled to a seat. 
2nd. In the letters from the different churches in our union shall be ex- 
pressed their numbers in full fellowship, those baptised, received by letter, 
dismissed, excommunicated and dead since the last Association. 
3rd. The members thus chosen and convened shall have no power to Lor¢e 
it over God’s herivage, Dor shall they have any clerical power over the churches | 
nor shall they impugn any of the internal rights of any church in the union. 
4th. The Association, when convened shail be governed and ruled by a 
regular and proper decorum | 
sth. The Association shall have a Moderator and Clerk, who shall be | 
chosen by the suffrage of members present. 


6th. New churches may be admitted into 
letter and delegates, and upon examination 
shall be received by this Association. and manif 
the delegates the right hand of fellowship. 

“th. Every church in the union shall be entitled to representation in the 


Association. 
8th. Noe query shall come into the Association without first being debated 
in the church from whence it came, when if it still remains a difficulty with 
the church, it shall be received by the Association. Such queries excepted 
which concern our union. 

9th. Every. motion made and seconded shall come under consideration of 
the Association, except it be withdrawn by the member who made it. 

10th. The Association will endeavor to furnish the churches with the min- 
utes of the Association, bein, furnishtd money by the churches for that pur- 
pose. 
1ith. The minutes of the Association shail be read and corrected if need 
be, and signed by the Moderator and Clerk before the Association rises. 

2th. Amendments to this plan or form of government may be made at 
any time by a majority of the union, when they deem it necessary. 

13. ‘fhe Association shall have power: First, to previde for the general 
union of the churches; 2nd. to preserve inviolable, a chain of communicatior 
amongst the churches; 3rd, to give the churches advice in difficult cases: 4th 
to inquire into the cause why churches fail to represent themselves at an) 

member or members, by and wit 
which they may see necessary 


time in the Association; 5th, to appoint any 
his or their consent, Lo transact any business 
power to withdraw from any church in this 
this Association, or deviate from the 


6th, the Association shall have 

union which shall violate the rules of 

orthodox principles of Religion; 7th, and to admit any of the distant breth 
ren in the ministry as assistants, if present at the time of their sitting,whon 
they shall judge necessary. Sth. the Association shall have power to adjourt 
to suck future time and place as chey may think most convenient to th 
churehes in the union. 
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ORDER OF PREACHING. 


Kriday.—Elds, T. I. Pettus, Archie Brown and J. H. Fisher. 

Saturday-—Elds. D. Phillips, W. M. Johnson and A. J. Willis. 

Sunday. Elds. J. W. Bragg, Archie Brown. and J. H. Fisher, The preach- 
ing was all done to the honor of God and to the comfort of God’s people. 


NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF ORDAINED MINISTERS, 


Elder J. E. Frost, Shelbyville, Bedford County, Tennessee. 
‘* B.A. McLain. Fosterville, Rutherford County, Tennessee. 

W. A. Cashion, Huntland, Franklin County, Tennessee. 
John Owens, Lois, Moore county, Tennessee. 
W. T. Furgason, Bellville, Lincoln Couniy, Tennessee. 
R. H. Bridges, Corders’, Lincoln county, ‘ennessee. 
H, C. Hogan, Petersburg, Lincoln county, Tennessee. 
J. G. Woodtin, South Pittsburg, Marion county, Tennessee. 


LICENTIATES, 


J. W. Spencer, Lynchburg, Moore county, Tennessee. | 
W. kh. Chilton. Wartrace, Bedford county, Tennessee. 


J. N. Dunaway, Prairie Piains, Coffee county, ‘Tennessee. 
T. W. Watkins, Flat Creek, Bedford county, Tennessee. 


CLERKS AND THEIR POSTOFFICES. 


Elk River.—J. R. Bramblett, Pelham. Tennessee. 
Wagoner’s Creek.—J K. Champion, Decherd, Tennessee. 
3ean’s Creek—G. W. Thompson, Maxwell, 
Shiloh—George Syler, Smithland, 

Flat Creek.—J. G. Frost, Shelbyville, 

Bethei— - 

Arbor—Mack Edgmon, Fuga, 

New Hope—H. P. Osborne, Fairfield, 
sJethlehem—D. A. Kimbro, Haley, 

Union—J. P. Hale, Christiana, 

Mt. Piszah—T. A. Sykes, Poplin’s X Road’s, 

Mt. Moriah—R. J. Small, Mulberry, 

Concord—W. J. Landess, Bellville, 

Buckeye —L. B. Whitaker, Fayetteville, 

Corders’ X Roads—R. E. Koonce, Renegar, 

Mt. Olivet—J. H. Landess, Petersbury. 


